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they are disposed to talk of unification.   They want thereby to weaken
the influence of British settlers in the Colonies.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 9-5-1908

128.   STORT OF A SOLDIER OF TRUTH[-VI\
It was by mistake, we [the editer] announced last week that this
series was concluded. Socrates ended his defence. He was then
found guilty by a majority vote. Socrates spoke as follows on the
question of the punishment to be awarded to him:1
I am not vexed at your finding me guilty. Your decision
is not an unexpected one; I am surprised rather at the large number
of votes in my favour. I had thought the majority against me
would be an overwhelming one. Instead, I find the margin is
narrow. If three2 more had voted in my favour, I would have
escaped [punishment], I find, moreover, that I have been absol-
ved of the charge of not believing in the gods.
You can now sentence me to death. What can I say about it?
What do I deserve to pay or suffer for having given up offices and
political appointments and gone from house to house to teach
virtue ? If in the gymnasium someone keeps you amused and gives
you the illusion of happiness, you will maintain him at public
expense. I taught you the way to real happiness, not merely to
the semblance of it. If, therefore, I am entitled to ask for any-
thing, it is that in my old age you should maintain me at public
expense.
Perhaps you will think me arrogant for talking in this way after
having been pronounced guilty, for demanding a reward instead
of punishment. But it would not be true. Though you have found
me guilty, I believe myself innocent. I have wronged no one. You
have not been able to understand this, for my examination lasted
only a day. How much can I explain to you in so short a time?
If I had had more time with you, perhaps, I could have persuaded
1 "If the offence was one for which the law laid down no precise penalty, then
.. .the prosecutor, if he won his case, proposed one penalty, the accused proposed an
alternative, and the jury [a section of the Assembly, since there were no judges] had to
choose one of the two., .When Socrates had been condemned, the prosecution demanded
the death penalty, but Socrates, first suggesting the Freedom of the City as the alternative,
formally proposed, not exile, which the jury would gladly have accepted, but an almost
derisory fine."   H. D. F. Kitto: The Greeks.   It was Plato who persuaded Socrates to
raise the fine he was to propose from one to thirty minae.
2 This should be "thirty".